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Question 1: Cllr Paul Hodgkinson Respondent: Cllr Ray Theodoulou   

Agenda Item 10: Financial Monitoring Report 2017/18

Regarding the Council’s revenue expenditure 2017/18, what is the final 
figure for that year for the total amount spent on consultants?
 

 
2017/18 spend is £1,712,833

Question 2: Cllr Paul Hodgkinson Respondent: Cllr Ray Theodoulou

Agenda Item 10: Financial Monitoring Report 2017/18

Of the total amount spent on consultants in 2017/18, can you please list the 
breakdown of payments including amounts paid, the names of the 
consultants and the type of work undertaken?
 

The most significant spend is with Impower; £874,527 supporting the Adult 
social Care demand management programme, followed by £210,923 with 
AMEO predominantly supporting the Highways contract procurement and 
providing commercial support in Adult Social Care, £127,747 with AECOM 
providing Transport Planning support, £70,267 TEW Software Solutions 
providing business intelligence and Ofsted insight and £56,113 with Sopra 
Steria for digital improvement support around Procure to Pay. The balance 
of spend is made up of smaller amounts covering a variety of support 
including Transport, Education and communications.

All spend over £500 is published on the council’s website. However, I am 
happy to share the detailed breakdown of the full £1,712,833 with the 
member after the meeting.

Question 3: Cllr Paul Hodgkinson Respondent: Cllr Ray Theodoulou

Agenda Item 10: Financial Monitoring Report 2017/18

How does the 2017/18 total spend on consultants compare with the 
2016/17 figure?

The total spent in 2016/17 was £1,327,372.
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Question 4: Cllr Paul Hodgkinson Respondent: Cllr Ray Theodoulou

Agenda Item 10: Financial Monitoring Report 2017/18

Do any of the consultants paid by the Council in the year 2017/18 have (or 
have had in the past) any relationship with any member of the Council’s 
Cabinet?
 

All elected Members are covered by the Member Code of Conduct. All 
members must declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests where a 
relevant matter is being considered.  All decisions made by the Cabinet or 
Individual Cabinet Members are made in a transparent way and are 
published on the Council’s website. Any interests would have been 
declared at the time.  All Members’ Register of Interest forms are published 
on the Council’s website.

Question 5: Cllr Jeremy Hilton Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor 

Agenda Item 8: Adoption of Gloucestershire Fire and Rescue Service, 
Integrated Risk Management Plan (IRMP) 2018 - 21

The IRMP clearly indicates the fire and rescue service’s willingness to 
participate in further collaborative projects with the other blue light services. 

What are the new projects that you are currently working on?
 

I have met with the Police and Crime Commissioner (along with the Chief 
Fire Officer and Chief Constable) on 26 January 2018 and established the 
Gloucestershire Emergency Services Collaboration Board and it is due to 
meet again on the 3 May 2018. There is an open invite for the South West 
Ambulance Foundation Trust to attend as a full member. The vision, 
governance, leadership and terms of reference are now agreed.

A comprehensive action plan for identifying and delivering collaborative 
opportunities is now in the process of being developed. Some of the early 
examples that are being scoped are:-

 Improved access to the county council/fire and rescue service 
estate and vice versa

 Opportunities to share assets and equipment

 Sharing of back-office functions

 Joint working through the county wide strategic community safety 
partnership board, ‘Safer Gloucestershire’
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 Enhance preventative/early intervention/hard-to-reach/vulnerable 
communities

 Sharing of information and intelligence to inform joint activity and 
tasking  

 Improved technology and digital platforms 

 Joint preparation work for HMICFRS inspections

Question 6: Cllr Jeremy Hilton Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor 

Agenda Item 8: Adoption of Gloucestershire Fire and Rescue Service, 
Integrated Risk Management Plan (IRMP) 2018 - 21

How many self and well checks were carried out in 2017/18 and how many 
are planned in 2018/19?

Number of Safe and Well checks 2017/18 = 7636
Percentage of Safe and Well checks carried out with those in high-risk 
groups 2017/18 = 76%

Planned Safe and Well checks in 2018/19 = 10,000 reaching c.30,000 
people across Gloucestershire

Gloucestershire Fire and Rescue Service Safe and Well checks have 
increased by 110.06% compared to 2013/14.  During this period, we have 
seen dwelling fires decrease by 9.25%.  

Gloucestershire Fire and Rescue Service on behalf of the county council 
fire authority, attended less than 300 dwelling fires in 2017/18 – this is the 
first time dwelling fires have been reported less than 300 incidents on an 
annual basis.
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Question 7: Cllr Jeremy Hilton Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor 

Agenda Item 8: Adoption of Gloucestershire Fire and Rescue Service, 
Integrated Risk Management Plan (IRMP) 2018 – 21

There continues to be a persistent problem with deliberate fires (arson). 

What additional measures do you think could be introduced to drive the 
number of incidents down over next three years?
 

Gloucestershire Fire and Rescue Service (GFRS) is working with partners 
and our communities to reduce the number of deliberate fires across the 
county.

The arson reduction plan has 6 priority areas that GFRS and partners will 
work together on with a view to reducing the number of deliberate fires 
including:

 Sharing of information 
 Engaging with communities
 Educating our communities
 Targeting resources to risk areas (intelligence led)
 Evaluating activities/interventions
 Effective communications and campaigns

It is the aspiration that over the lifespan of the Integrated Risk Management 
Plan (IRMP) a multi-agency arson reduction plan will be developed and 
implemented.

Question 8: Cllr Jeremy Hilton Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor 

Agenda Item 8: Adoption of Gloucestershire Fire and Rescue Service, 
Integrated Risk Management Plan (IRMP) 2018 - 21

The IRMP doesn’t provide a bar-chart on the number of co-responding to 
medical emergency callouts. 

Could you please provide such a bar-chart?

Emergency Medical Response calls by Gloucestershire Fire and Rescue 
Service on behalf of the South West Ambulance Service (these include 
response to cardiac care incidents – figures available for the previous 2 
years only):-

2016/17 – 614
2017/18 – 810

(See chart below)
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Question 9: Cllr Jeremy Hilton Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor 

Agenda Item 11: Gloucester South West Bypass (GSWB) – Llanthony 
Road Improvements

This is a very important road improvement scheme that I welcome, despite 
the increase in cost.

It seems that you have toughened up the council’s stance on using 
compulsory purchase orders.

How many separate landholders is the county council currently negotiating 
with and how many of these do you think will go the CPO route?

GCC Asset Property Management Service (AMPS) has identified and made 
contact with 11 landholders, with whom either a negotiated settlement or 
CPO will be required to construct the scheme.

Negotiated settlement remains GCC’s preferred option, given the potential 
for additional costs and programme delays that may come from a 
protracted CPO route. 

Initial soundings have been positive that a number of landholders would be 
interested in negotiating – however, AMPS are yet to begin detailed 
discussions regarding valuations.
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It is anticipated that both this Cabinet approval, and the submission of the 
planning application, will further accelerate these discussions.

Question 10: Cllr Jeremy Hilton Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor 

Agenda Item 11: Gloucester South West Bypass (GSWB) – Llanthony 
Road Improvements

Both the Llanthony Secunda Priory Trust and Gloucester City Council 
recommended a new access to the Priory off St Ann Way.

Could you provide more detail on how the county council will help achieve 
this objective?
 

GCC has been offering support to the Llanthony Secunda Priory Trust 
throughout the development of the GSWB scheme.

In March 2018 GCC’s Major Projects Team agreed to contribute to further 
design work for the proposed new access off St. Ann Way. This design 
work is still ongoing.

Question 11: Cllr Jeremy Hilton Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 11: Gloucester South West Bypass (GSWB) – Llanthony 
Road Improvements

The report suggests that a planning application will be submitted this 
month. 

Are you on target to do this?

Following a recent meeting with GCC’s Planning Development 
Management team, the planning application will now be submitted in May 
2018. The change in this submission date does not impact on the overall 
scheme programme for demolition and highway works.

Question 12: Cllr Jeremy Hilton Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 11: Gloucester South West Bypass (GSWB) – Llanthony 
Road Improvements

This new stretch of road should ease congestion at this location and should 
also help to discourage motorists from using The Quay, Commercial Road, 
Kimbrose Way and Southgate Street as an alternative route.

The GSWB improvement is a stand alone scheme, being promoted by the 
County Council. There is no requirement for this project to provide 
improvements elsewhere on the network.

Highway changes relating to the Blackfriars regeneration will be considered 
as the various development elements of the site come forward.
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What plans do you have to discourage traffic along The Quay, Commercial 
Road, Kimbrose Way and Southgate Street once the new improved section 
of the A430 is complete?

Question 13: Cllr Kate Haigh Respondent: Cllr Lynden Stowe

Agenda Item 6: Funding  for Barnwood Park School to expand by one 
form of entry and become Co-Educational

Can the Cabinet Member confirm that the expansion of Barnwood Park 
School forms part of the strategic review of school place planning in 
Gloucester?  When are the results of the review due to be published?   

A strategic review of school places in Gloucester is currently underway and 
an initial draft report is expected to be completed in the next 8 weeks.
 
Following a review of the key findings and recommendations, a final report 
highlighting the short, medium and longer term demand for places and 
priorities for future capital investment, will be made available in the 
Summer. This report will form part of a county wide School Places Strategy 
that is expected to be available for consideration by Cabinet in late Autumn.

Question 14: Cllr David Brown Respondent: Cllr Lynden Stowe

Agenda Item 6 : Funding  for Barnwood Park School to expand by one 
form of entry and become Co-Educational

Vehicle access and the main pedestrian access to Barnwood Park School 
is via St Lawrence Rd and an increase intake of students will add to the 
regular congestion and short term parking difficulties.  The school have 
promoted various solutions through their newsletters.  

Will the Council insist that a comprehensive "Travel Plan" is undertaken to 
include the aim of ensuring safe and convenient access to and from 
the school and nearby roads for pupils, staff and residents?

As part of the planned expansion of Barnwood Park School, pre-application 
discussions have taken place with Gloucestershire County Council 
Highways and their advice will be reflected in the proposed design.  A 
comprehensive Travel Plan will be prepared and submitted as part of the 
planning application process. 

The Travel Plan will consider all aspects of safe routes to and from the 
school, and any mitigating actions required.
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Question 15: Cllr Lesley Williams Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 11 : Gloucester South West Bypass (GSWB) – Llanthony 
Road Improvements

What considerations have been given to how the Llanthony Road 
developments will affect cyclists?

The scheme is proposing to retain between 3-4 metres of shared 
pedestrian/cycleway in the locality of the works. Recommendations have 
been made to remove or relocate street furniture that has the potential to 
obstruct along this route.  

The project team will be meeting with the Cycle Liaison Group in June 2018 
to discuss any further measures that may be suitable for inclusion as part of 
the scheme’s design.


